Religious Education Support Service
Description of Leaving Certificate in service: Term 1, 2008
The programme of in service for Term 1, 2008 will be facilitated by Lorraine Gillespie (R.E. Support Service) in addition to two members of the School of Education, Mater Dei Institute of Education.
Coursework

This cluster-based in service is designed to support teachers in their understanding of the Coursework component of Leaving Certificate Religious Education. The requirements for Coursework from the Guidelines for Teachers will be examined in addition to some ideas on the preparation for and monitoring of Coursework based on the collective experience. The session will include the following:

· Examination of the NCCA Guidelines for Teachers on Coursework

· Ideas for digital resources / useful websites for 2009 prescribed titles. Some websites will be viewed during the session and ideas explored in how they could be used as relevant sources by students

· Exploration of methodologies for approaching Coursework in the classroom, including preparing useful lesson plans

· Exploration of short extracts of Coursework from a small number of students who prepared Coursework for 2008, and how the teacher might monitor students’ work.

This in service will be most useful to teachers who are teaching Leaving Certificate R.E. for the first time and should also be helpful to other teachers of Leaving Certificate R.E.

Leaving Certificate Syllabus Sections B and C: Content, Methodologies and Digital Resources
This cluster-based in service is designed to support teachers in their understanding of Sections B (Christianity: Origins and Contemporary Expressions) and C (World Religions) of the Leaving Certificate R.E. syllabus. 

The session will include the following:

· Overview of content of Sections B and C

· Ideas for digital resources / useful websites for teaching Sections B and C. Some websites will be viewed during the session and ideas explored in how they could be used as relevant sources by students

· Exploration of some methodologies for teaching Sections B and C

This in service will be most useful to teachers who are teaching Leaving Certificate R.E. for the first time and should also be helpful to other teachers of Leaving Certificate R.E.

