Religious Education Support - SLSS

Suggestions for Myths
There are a number of myths outlined in the student book “The Search for Meaning and Values”. Outlined below is another list of myths that could be explored in class. These may be particularly useful as connectors, overlapping factors or background research for other sections of the course. It is also interesting to see that different cultures share similar myths.

Gilgamesh

Tir Na nÓg. -  There are many versions of this story available on line and in books, both for kids and grown ups. There are also a great number of illustrations available which will really bring the story to life. And of course you couldn’t talk about “Tír na nÓg” without mentioning the legendary film “Into the West”. There are so many resources out there that it would be a shame to overlook this myth when the opportunity arises in class. The students should really engage with it as they should have some level of knowledge on it already.
http://www.alanlambephotography.com/Irish_Mythology/Oisin_Tir_Na_Nog.htm 

http://www.aoh61.com/tir_na_nog/tirnanog_legend.htm 

Why not take the myth to the next level? Is it a myth or is it true? Can we find Tír na nÓg within ourselves? 

http://www.anamcaraexperience.org/aeezine/ezine_returntotirnanog.html 

Also of interest in this area

The Children of Lir students may well have studied it in Irish. Again, it is full of symbolism to explore.
Fountain of Youth – It’s a really good, simple story that many people will have heard of. As with many other myths there are a number of versions. There are a number of elements to consider within the story, such as the symbols of water and fountains, the concept of youth and the voyage of discovery. It connects in well with symbolism in many cultures and religions as well as having huge significance today – who wants to get old! Can be connected in with issues in modern science – anti-aging products, cosmetic surgery, etc.
http://www.experiencefestival.com/a/Fountain_of_Youth/id/478792 

Celtic Mythology is an important part of Irish history and one that is often neglected. There are many good websites containing Celtic myths about gods but interestingly not about creation per say. It may be interesting to explore one of these myths, establish what was important to them and then perhaps discuss why there is no creation myth. It is also interesting to explore some of these myths and identify place names around Ireland. Do these myths suggest something about where we live?
http://www.druidcircle.org/avalon/index.php?option=com_alphacontent&section=6&cat=17&task=view&id=74&Itemid=126 
http://mythicalireland.com/mythology/  Mythicalireland.com is a useful site on ancient Ireland, and includes a useful section on Myths and legends.

Myths from Around the World

It is important to get a wide variety of different myths from a selection of cultures. This will help the students appreciate the phenomenon of myths. It would also be interesting to find out if students had travelled to these places and heard any of their myths or legends. When were they told them and why? Did the myths seem important to the person telling them? Why?

Egyptian Myths

The website below contains a very interesting myth dealing with death and the afterlife. It is a bit gory but some students will respond to it, especially if they have looked at the Egyptians in previous sections on symbols, rites and rituals, sacred places, etc. 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/mff/egypt.htm 

An Asian Myth

The website below contains a lovely story about how the Asian people came to learn their skills and the culture they grew up in.

http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/mff/southeast.htm 

Greek Mythology

Greek mythology is by far the most famous of all mythology. Many students will have heard the names of these gods at least. Others will have heard some of the stories, read comics or watched the cartoons. These are accounted for well in the book. There are a large number of websites and resources available online to accompany and support these. 

http://www.herricks.org/webpages/SResearchProgra/files/Greek%20Mythology%20Overview.pdf 

http://www.herricks.org/webpages/SResearchProgra/files/Greek%20Gods.pdf 

http://www.mythweb.com/gods/index.html 

Japanese Mythology

Japanese mythology is very interesting and gives a great background and insight into the Shinto and Buddhist religions. It is fascinating to learn how these myths have had such a profound impact on people so long ago, and still remain strong today. This would be a great starting point for those considering looking at the world religions section.

http://www.st.rim.or.jp/~cycle/myrefE.HTML 

http://www.ancient-mythology.com/japanese/ 

http://www.pantheon.org/areas/mythology/asia/japanese/articles.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xEeW1tx5QrQ&videos=Rq7bcIqyIag&playnext_from=TL&playnext=1 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHInCYIGq3E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PxauXl43eG4&feature=related 
 Youtube video clips on Gilgamesh

