Religious Education Support - SLSS

Secular humanism
Secular humanism can be defined as an outlook or philosophy that advocates human rather than religious values (See http://www.answers.com/topic/secular-humanism ).

Secular humanism is a humanist philosophy that espouses reason, ethics, and justice, and specifically rejects supernatural and religious dogma as the basis of morality and decision-making. Like other types of humanism, secular humanism is a life stance that focuses on the way human beings can lead good, happy and functional lives.

Task: 
Read the following extracts on secular humanism. The complete the table: 
1. Humanism is an ethical philosophy of life, based on a concern for humanity, which combines reason with compassion. It is for people who base their interpretation of existence on the evidence of the natural world and its evolution, and not on belief in a supernatural power. This is why it is called a naturalistic life-stance.  Humanism is an active philosophy in its own right and not simply a negative response to religion.  It has existed for over 2,500 years and which still flourishes today.

A Humanist believes that the happiness of humankind depend on people rather than on religion and dogma. Morality is the recognition that good rules for behaviour have evolved from human experience.  They are not the prerogative of religion. Humanist values give us rights, freedom and dignity, but they also give us responsibility for our own lives, for helping others and to achieve a better world.

Source: http://www.humanism.ie/website/index.php

2. To have a positive religion is not necessary. To be in harmony with yourself and the universe is what counts, and this is possible without positive and specific formulation in words. 
-Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

In the beginning there was nothing and God said, “Let there be light,” and there was still nothing but everybody could see it. 
-Dave Thomas

Source: http://secularhumanism.tribe.net/thread/3d5a2b8e-e853-462b-bb90-1d4aa1c315a7 

3. Secular Humanism is a worldview. That is, it is a set of beliefs through which one interprets all of reality—something like a pair of glasses.  Theologically, Secular Humanists are atheists. Humanist Paul Kurtz, publisher of Prometheus Books and editor of Free Inquiry magazine, says that "Humanism cannot in any fair sense of the word apply to one who still believes in God as the source and creator of the universe." Corliss Lamont agrees, saying that "Humanism contends that instead of the gods creating the cosmos, the cosmos, in the individualized form of human beings giving rein to their imagination, created the gods."
Philosophically, Secular Humanists are naturalists. That is, they believe that nature is all that exists - the material world is all that exists. There is no God, no spiritual dimension, no afterlife. Carl Sagan said it best in the introduction to his Cosmos series: "The universe is all that is or ever was or ever will be." Roy Wood Sellars concurs. “Humanism is naturalistic,” he says, "and rejects the supernaturalistic stance with its postulated Creator-God and cosmic Ruler."
Secular Humanist beliefs in the area of biology are closely tied to both their atheistic theology and their naturalist philosophy. If there is no supernatural, then life, including human life, must be the result of a purely natural phenomenon.

Source: http://www.christiananswers.net/q-sum/sum-r002.html 


In the table below, outline your understanding of each of these passages. Then give your own response to each extract.
	
	1. Source: Humanism.ie
	2. Source: secular humanism.tribe.net
	3. Source: christiananswers.net

	My understanding of what this passage means: 
	
	
	

	My own response to this passage: 
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