Religious Education Support - SLSS

Section A:  The Search for Meaning and Values
2.1 The Language of Symbol

WORKSHEET B

‘Language that has many meanings, that affects people deeply and seems to point to a deeper and more mysterious reality, can be called symbolic language.’

1.  (a)  What is the difference between sign and symbol?  Give examples of each:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Symbols help us name or represent what is abstract or other, e.g. love, grief, anger, God.  Can you think of some symbols that represent these?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.  Symbols also allow us to participate in what we are trying to represent, e.g. inherited rings or heirlooms evoke memories and love for the giver.  Can you think of other examples?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why do people place flowers at the roadside scene of an accident? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Why do Republic of Ireland supporters wrap the national flag around themselves when they attend games, especially away games?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Symbols can operate for an individual, group or society.  Give examples of how a symbol can affect these three categories.

Individual_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Group________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Society_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5.  Note the definition of symbolic language above.  Poetry often uses symbolic language.  For example, Seamus Heaney in his poem, ‘Mid-term Break’ Can you think of other examples from the poets on your LC English course?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Explain why symbols emerged in the formulation of responses to the questions of life, e.g. what happens after death?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. In each case, give an example of the power of symbolic language on an individual, group and society
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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