Religious Education Support - SLSS


Worksheet: 
1. In what way do these questions reflect the human search for meaning?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Do you remember asking any questions like these when you were a child? Explain.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Do children have a natural sense of awe and wonder? Justify your answer.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. In what way is the child in this poem reflecting on important life questions?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. How might you attempt to answer some of the questions posed by this child?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. List a number of childhood stories (e.g. fairy tales) in which the theme of ‘Good versus Evil’ is evident:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Which of these childhood stories is your favourite? Why?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. What questions about life arise from the story? (e.g. good v evil etc)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Make a connection between the theme of this childhood story and modern life.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. Childhood is a time of learning to trust and to explore the world around us. What kinds of life questions arise in childhood?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. Many childhood stories end with the line ‘and they all lived happily ever after’. Why do you think so many childhood stories / fairytales end on this positive / optimistic note?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12. ‘Children have a deep ability to reflect and to question the meaning of life.’ Give your response to this comment, justifying why you agree or disagree.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13. As human beings do we continue to have that sense of wonder and awe as grow up? What happens to it? Why?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

14. Recall a life question which you wondered about as a child. Illustrate that question here in words or drawing:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


[image: image1]
The dirt you sweep, what happens that,�what happens all the dirt you sweep�from flowers and people, what�happens all the dirt? Is all the�dirt what’s left of flowers and�people, all the dirt there in a�heap under the huge broom that�sweeps everything away?


Why you work so hard, why brush�and sweep to make a heap of dirt?�And who will bring new flowers?�And who will bring new people? Who will�bring new flowers to put in water�where no petals fall on to the�floor where I would like to�play? Who will bring new flowers�that will not hang their heads�like tired old people wanting sleep?�Who will bring new flowers that�do not split and shrivel every�day? And if we have new flowers,�will we have new people too to�keep the flowers alive and give�them water?


And will the new young flowers die?


And will the new young people die?


And why? 


(Brendan Kennelly)


 from ‘A Time for Voices: Selected Poems 1960-1990’ (Bloodaxe, 1990)








Poem from a Three Year Old


And will the flowers die?


And will the people die?


And every day do you grow old, do I


grow old, no I’m not old, do


flowers grow old?





Old things – do you throw them out?


Do you throw old people out?


And how you know a flower that’s old?


The petals fall, the petals fall from flowers,�and do the petals fall from people too,�every day more petals fall until the�floor where I would like to play I�want to play is covered with old�flowers and people all the same�together lying there with petals fallen�on the dirty floor I want to play�the floor you come and sweep�with the huge broom.
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