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Religious Education Support        
Second Level Support Service

Courses and dates for Term 1, 2009 - 2010:

Religious Education Support

Leaving Certificate Religious Education: Section D: Moral Decision- Making
Religious Education Support continues to offer a range of professional development courses for teachers of both Junior and Leaving Certificate Religious Education. Seven courses are offered in Term 1 of 2009 – 2010. All courses are designed in response to needs as expressed by teachers. New local facilitators will be involved in the delivery of many courses, and some have also been involved in the design of new support materials. 

In addition to professional development courses, Religious Education Support offers support on the teaching of both Junior and Leaving Certificate R.E. through our website http://www.ress.ie, our online forum, individual support by phone, email and in person, limited school visits, provision of support materials, and provision of support journal ‘Teaching Religious Education’.

The National Support Officer is also happy to advise principals, R.E. Co Ordinators, other educational partners and teachers of Junior and Leaving Certificate R.E. on matters relating to the introduction of Junior Certificate Religious Education (JCRE) and Leaving Certificate Religious Education (LCRE) as subjects for examination onto the school curriculum.
Courses for Term 1, 2009 – 2010:
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Course Registration:
Please note that attendance at any of our courses requires the completion of a Registration Form, which can be downloaded from the homepage of http://www.ress.ie under ‘Latest Notices’. 
Completed Registration Forms should be returned by email, fax or post to the R.E. Administrator, Angela Thompson, in Co. Wexford Education Centre; angela@ecwexford.ie; fax: 053 9239132
Please register at least two weeks before the commencement of each course.

Notification of these courses and a copy of our Registration Form will also be posted to the R.E. Co Ordinator of each post primary school in late August 2009. Teachers may photocopy this registration form and return it to the R.E. Administrator above.
Once your Registration Form has been received by the Administrator on time you are registered unless you hear from us (in the event of over-subscription or cancellation). All of our courses are designed to meet the professional development needs of current teachers of JCRE and LCRE (exam R.E.). A limited number of places may be available on our courses for prospective teachers of JCRE and LCRE and those teaching R.E. from a non-examination framework (e.g. Co-operative learning course, R.E. and ICT course). Please contact the National Support Officer if you have any queries in this regard.
Contact details:
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Lorraine Gillespie


National Support Officer for Religious Education


Religious Education Support


Second Level Support Service


Co. Wexford Education Centre


Milehouse Road


Enniscorthy


Co. Wexford


Tel: 053 9239121


Mobile: 087 4196398


Fax: 053 9239132


E mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:lorrainegillespie@slss.ie" ��lorrainegillespie@slss.ie� 











Angela Thompson


Administrator: Religious Education


Co. Wexford Education Centre


Milehouse Road


Enniscorthy


Co. Wexford


Tel: 053 9239121


Fax: 053 9239 132


E mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:angela@ecwexford.ie" ��angela@ecwexford.ie� 
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Leaving Certificate Religious Education: Section D: Moral Decision Making





Target audience: Teachers of Leaving Certificate Religious Education


Course outline: This course will explore aspects of the content of Moral Decision Making as well as some useful 


teaching approaches. Support materials will be distributed to participating teachers. Suggestions for planning this


section of work and for assessing students’ homework, using Assessment for Learning, will also be included.


Course dates:


Tuesday 6th October 2009 Blackrock Education Centre, 7 – 9.30pm


Wednesday 7th October 2009 Athlone Education Centre, 7 – 9.30pm


Thursday 8th October 2009 Tralee Education Centre, 7 – 9.30pm


Tuesday 13th October 2009, Limerick Education Centre, 7 – 9.30


Wednesday 14th October 2009, Dublin West Education Centre, 7 – 9.30pm


Thursday 15th October 2009, Cork Education Support Centre, 7 – 9.30pm


Tuesday 20th October 2009, Sligo Education Centre, 7 – 9.30pm








Junior Certificate Religious Education: Journal Work – Reflective Engagement





Target audience: Teachers of Junior Certificate Religious Education


Course outline: Journal Work provides an excellent opportunity for JCRE students to personally engage with the lived reality of religion. This course will explore good practice in developing opportunities for that personal engagement as well as enhancing the quality of students’ reflections on their engagement and their learning. Support materials will be distributed to participating teachers and particular reference will be made to engagement opportunities in the 2010 Prescribed Journal Work Titles.


Course dates:


Tuesday 3rd November 2009, Athlone Education Centre, 7 – 9.30pm


Wednesday 4th November 2009, Dublin West Education Centre, 7 – 9.30pm


Thursday 5th November 2009, Sligo Education Centre, 7 – 9.30pm


Tuesday 10th November 2009, Blackrock Education Centre, 7 – 9.30pm


Wednesday 11th November 2009, Limerick Education Centre, 7 – 9.30pm


Thursday 12th November 2009, Cork Education Support Centre, 7 – 9.30pm


Tuesday 17th November 2009, Tralee Education Centre, 7 – 9.30pm








Religious Education and ICT: Using digital video in Power Point and in Moviemaker





Target audience: Teachers of Religious Education


Course outline: Following the success of our Leaving Certificate R.E. Coursework 2010 professional development course, this course aims to equip R.E. teachers with the skills of downloading suitable video images for use in 


teaching various sections of the R.E. syllabuses, and integrating those video images in Power Point presentations 


and in Moviemaker. The course is designed to support teachers in providing creative educational engagement in 


R.E. through the use of video. Suitable for all ranges of ability, and for teachers of both JCRE and LCRE, this course


offers an opportunity for development of ICT skills in the context of R.E., in response to many requests from LCRE teachers. 


Course dates:


Wednesday 18th November 2009, Kildare Education Centre, 7 – 9.30pm


Wednesday 25th November 2009, Dublin West Education Centre, 7 – 9.30pm


Tuesday 1st December 2009, Blackrock Education Centre, 7 – 9.30pm


Wednesday 2nd December 2009, Athlone Education Centre, 7 – 9.30pm


Thursday 3rd December 2009, Co. Wexford Education Centre, 7 – 9.30pm


Wednesday 9th December 2009, Limerick Education Centre, 7 – 9.30pm


Thursday 10th December 2009, Navan Education Centre, 7 – 9.30pm








Teaching Islam





Target audience: Teachers of Junior and Leaving Certificate Religious Education


Course outline: This course will explore various aspects of Islam that are drawn from both the JCRE and LCRE syllabuses. Guest speaker: Ali Selim, secretary to the Imam at the Islamic Cultural Centre, Dublin. Support materials


will be distributed to participating teachers. Opportunities will be provided for raising questions and sharing of 


experience on approaches to the teaching of Islam.


Course dates:


Monday 19th October 2009, Co. Wexford Education Centre, 4.30 – 7.30pm


Wednesday 21st October 2009, Drumcondra Education Centre, 4.30 – 7.30pm


Thursday 22nd October 2009, Blackrock Education Centre, 4.30 – 7.30pm








Teaching Hinduism





Target audience: Teachers of Junior and Leaving Certificate Religious Education


Course outline: This course will explore various aspects of Hinduism that are drawn from both the JCRE


and LCRE syllabuses. Guest speaker is Sudhansh Verma, Director and General Secretary of the Hindu 


Cultural Centre, Ireland. Support materials will be distributed to participating teachers. Opportunities will 


be provided for raising questions and sharing of experience in approaches to the teaching of Hinduism.


Course dates:


Thursday 1st October 2009, Cork Education Support Centre, 4.30 – 7.30pm


Monday 5th October 2009, Dublin West Education Centre, 4.30 – 7.30pm


Monday 12th October 2009, Co. Wexford Education Centre, 4.30 – 7.30pm


Wednesday 14th October 2009, Athlone Education Centre, 4.30 – 7.30pm








Co operative Learning in Religious Education, CSPE and SPHE





Target audience: Teachers of R.E. (exam and non-exam), CSPE and SPHE


Course outline: Co operative learning employs the philosophy that individuals must work together to 


achieve shared goals and to maximize their own and each other’s learning. It is a particularly useful approach


to the teaching and learning of R.E. in that it moves away from competitive and individualistic styles of 


learning, and develops instead the individual’s responsibilities for group learning and vice versa.  It fosters 


positive interdependence in the classroom, individual accountability, interpersonal and small group 


skills. This course is offered as part of the modular programme of SLSS and will be recognised for credits in 


the TDC post graduate educational studies diploma conducted through SLSS (see modular courses). It 


will be of relevance to all teachers of R.E. whether or not they are pursuing post graduate studies. 


Participants attend two evening sessions for this modular course. A choice of two venues applies:


Course dates:


Tuesday 29th September 2009, Sligo Education Centre, 7 – 9pm


and


Monday 9th November, 2009, Sligo Education Centre, 7 – 9pm





Monday 28th September 2009, Kilkenny Education Centre, 4.30 – 6.30pm


and


Monday 23rd November 2009, Kilkenny Education Centre, 4.30 – 6.30pm








Reflective Practice and Action Research: Integrating ICTs in Religious Education





Target audience: Teachers of Junior and Leaving Certificate R.E.


Course outline: This course aims to introduce teachers of JCRE and LCRE (exam R.E.) to free 


downloadable software packages that can enhance the experience of teaching and learning R.E. 


Participants will select from a range of free software including mind mapping, quizzes, photo story and other 


packages, with emphasis on how this can be integrated into the teaching of R.E. Participants practice 


including the software in their teaching with a specific class, for a specific topic for a short period of time. 


Reflective practice and action research is suitable to open minded teachers who would like to improve their 


teaching of JCRE or LCRE using ICTs and who will report back their findings. Participants are encouraged to


select just one software package to integrate in their teaching.  Students and teachers alike reflect on the 


activities, and both students and teachers offer reflections and feedback in a short report. Opportunities for 


presenting the outcomes of the action research will be provided at National level for participating teachers. 


Suitable for all ranges of ability in ICT, especially beginners and improvers. This modular course will take place 


over two evenings: 


Course dates:


Wednesday 30th September, 2009, Athlone Education Centre, 7 – 9pm


and


Wednesday 10th February, 2009, Athlone Education Centre, 7 – 9pm











PAGE  
4

