Religious Education
Spring – Summer 2010 CPD Course Descriptors

Course Title: 
The Search for Meaning and the Beginnings of Faith.
Target Group: 
·  Designed specifically for teachers of Leaving Certificate RE Content and new materials will be of interest and use in particular when teaching LC syllabus section A, topics 1.1 to 3.1

·  Content and resources will also be of interest and use to teachers of Junior Certificate RE, in particular when teaching JC syllabus section D, The Question of Faith Part 2.
Course Aims:

·  To explore the human search for meaning and its expression in modern culture.

·  To examine the thinking of key philosophers on the human search for meaning.

·  To appreciate the importance of symbol-making as an expression of the search for meaning.

·  To be aware of the connection between the search for meaning, the need to question and the beginnings of faith.

·  To share examples of good practice in teaching these topics.

Course descriptor:

This course is designed to further develop teachers’ competence and skills in teaching the theme of the human search for meaning and its expression in human life. It is based specifically on the early topics of Section A of the LC RE syllabus, but also complements Part 2 of section D of the Junior Certificate RE syllabus. New materials designed for this course (including Power Point presentations, visual material, worksheets, and other documents) will be made available ONLY to those teachers participating on this course. Time will be devoted in each workshop to discussing examples of good practice among teachers and suggestions for approaching this concept. A very useful course for both the experienced teacher and those new to teaching JC RE and LC RE.
Course Dates and Venues:

	Date
	Venue
	Time

	Tues 23rd February 2010
	Blackrock Education Centre
	7 – 9pm

	Wed 24th February 2010
	Castlebar Education Centre
	7 – 9pm

	Tues 2nd  March 2010
	Kilkenny Education Centre
	7 – 9pm

	Tues 23rd March 2010
	Drumcondra Education Centre
	5.30– 7.30pm

	Thurs 11th March 2010
	Athlone Education Centre
	7 – 9pm

	Wed 24th March 2010
	Cork Education Support Centre
	7 – 9pm

	Thurs 25th March 2010
	Dublin West Education Centre
	5.30– 7.30

	Tues 13th April 2010
	Limerick Education Centre
	7 – 9pm

	Wed 21st April 2010
	Kildare Education Centre
	7 – 9pm

	Wed 28th April 2010
	Sligo Education Centre
	7 – 9pm

	Thurs 29th April 2010
	Navan Education Centre
	7 – 9pm


Closing Date:
Friday 12th February 2010.
                                                                                                                                          P.T.O.   
Course Title:

Journal Work: Reflective Engagement (repeat of autumn 2009 course).

Target Group:

Teachers who are new to teaching Junior Certificate RE, returning teachers, or those who were unable to attend our autumn course on Journal Work.

Course Aims:

·  To explore the aims and requirements of Journal Work

·  To explore some approaches to facilitating student engagement in Journal Work.

·  To examine the Prescribed Titles for Journal Work 2010 and possible approaches.

·  To examine useful resources and materials designed specifically for this course.

Course descriptor:

This course is designed to give a solid overview of the aims and requirements for facilitating Journal Work in the JC RE classroom. Strategies for undertaking Journal Work in general will be examined, with particular reference to the Prescribed Journal Work Titles for 2010. A range of new materials has been designed specifically for this course and will ONLY be made available to those teachers participating on this course. Time will be devoted in each workshop to asking questions about the Journal Work process, discussing examples of good practice among teachers and suggestions for approaching Journal Work effectively. A very useful course in particular for teachers new to JC RE, returning teachers or those who missed out on our autumn course on Journal Work. 

Course Dates and Venues:
	Date
	Venue
	Time

	Mon 8th February 2010
	Monaghan Education Centre
	5.30 – 7.30pm

	Tues 9th February 2010
	Laois Education Centre
	7 – 9pm

	Wed 10th February 2010
	Castlebar Education Centre
	7 – 9pm

	Tues 2nd March 2010
	Dublin West Education Centre
	5 – 7pm

	Wed 3rd March 2010
	Drumcondra Education Centre
	5 – 7pm

	Tues 9th March 2010
	Blackrock Education Centre
	5 – 7pm

	Thurs 11th March 2010
	Kildare Education Centre
	7 – 9pm


Closing Date:
Monday 1st February 2010.

P.T.O.

Course Title: 

Using Digital Video in Power Point and Movie Maker (repeat of autumn 2009 course).

Target Group:

·  Teachers of RE who were unable to attend our autumn course on RE and ICT.

Course aims and descriptor:

Following the success of our Leaving Certificate R.E. Coursework 2010 professional development course, this course aims to equip R.E. teachers with the skills of downloading suitable video images for use in teaching various sections of the R.E. syllabuses, and integrating those video images in Power 
Point presentations and in Moviemaker. The course is designed to support teachers in providing creative educational engagement in RE through the use of video. Suitable for all ranges of ability, and for teachers of both JCRE and LCRE, this course offers an opportunity for development of ICT skills in the context of RE, in response to many requests from teachers. 
Course Dates and Venues:
	Date
	Venue
	Time

	Sat 6th February 2010
	Cork ESC
	11am – 1pm

	Sat 13th March 2010
	Limerick EC
	11am – 1pm


Closing Date:

Friday 29th January 2010.
P.T.O.

Course Title:
RE and ICT Part 2 – Using DVD, and Creating your own video content for RE
Target Group:

·  Teachers of RE.
Course Aims:

·  To explore ways of incorporating short DVD clips in the teaching of RE.

·  To learn and practice the skills of creating one’s own short movie for use in RE class.

·  To examine opportunities for using Audio in the RE classroom.

·  To explore useful Podcasts, how to access and integrate them in the teaching of RE.

Course Descriptor:

Following the success of our RE and ICT course (Part 1) many teachers requested follow up learning on the use of DVD and Audio software in the RE classroom. A ‘hands-on’ approach is adopted in this course, following useful demonstration by the tutor. Opportunities will also be provided for the sharing of outcomes by teachers who have integrated the practice of any aspect of the Part 1 course on use of digital video in Power Point and Moviemaker. Participants are requested to bring along a DVD from which they would like to use some content in their classroom practice when using Power Point or Moviemaker. Participants are also invited to bring along their own digital camera to the course – time will be spent filming a simple demo video (e.g. a vox-pop among participants) and then turning this into a short movie for use in RE class. This provides original, relevant content and teaches skills that are widely applicable – and very manageable! 
Course Dates and Venues:

	Date
	Venue
	Time

	Wed 14th April 2010
	Dublin West Education Centre
	7 – 9.30pm

	Tues 9th March 2010
	Blackrock Education Centre
	7 – 9.30pm

	Wed 24th March 2010
	Navan Education Centre
	7 – 9.30pm

	Wed 28th April 2010
	Co. Wexford Education Centre
	7 – 9.30pm


Closing date:

Thursday 1st April 2010.
P.T.O.


Course Title:

Reflective Practice and Action Research: RE and ICT (Night 2 of a two-part modular course).
Target Group:
·  Teachers who attended night 1 of this modular course on 30th September 2009 in Athlone Education Centre.
Course aims and descriptor:

Participants on night 1 of this course were encouraged to select one software package to integrate in their teaching of RE.  Students and teachers alike are asked to reflect on the activities, and offer reflections and feedback in a short report. Night 2 of this course will provide an opportunity for sharing of feedback from participating teachers, with demonstration of the outcomes of their work. Preparations will also be made for the sharing of outcomes and findings at National level for those who wish.
Course Date and Venue:
Wednesday 10th February, 2009, Athlone Education Centre, 7 – 9pm.

Registration:

Participants are asked to register in the usual manner, by submitting a completed application form to Co. Wexford Education Centre.

Course Registration:

Please note that attendance at all of our courses requires the completion of a Registration Form, which can be downloaded here or from the homepage of http://www.ress.ie under ‘Latest Notices’. 

Early booking is advised. Please ensure that your contact details (mobile phone number) are included on the completed Registration form so that we can contact you in the event of over-subscription or cancellation.
Completed Registration Forms should be returned by email, fax or post to the R.E. Administrator, Angela Thompson, in Co. Wexford Education Centre; angela@ecwexford.ie; fax: 053 9239132

Please note the closing date for the receipt of registration forms.

Notification of these courses and a copy of our Registration Form will also be posted to the RE Coordinator of each post primary school in spring 2010. Teachers may photocopy this registration form and return it to the .E Administrator above.

Once your Registration Form has been received by the Administrator on time you are registered unless you hear from us (in the event of over-subscription or cancellation). All of our courses are designed to meet the professional development needs of current teachers of JCRE and LCRE (exam R.E.). A limited number of places may be available on our courses for prospective teachers of JCRE and LCRE and those teaching RE from a non-examination framework (e.g. Co-operative learning course, RE and ICT course). Please contact the National Support Officer if you have any queries in this regard.

Contact details:


[image: image1]
Lorraine Gillespie


National Support Officer for Religious Education


Religious Education Support


Second Level Support Service


Co. Wexford Education Centre


Milehouse Road


Enniscorthy


Co. Wexford


Tel: 053 9239121


Mobile: 087 4196398


Fax: 053 9239132


E mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:lorrainegillespie@slss.ie" ��lorrainegillespie@slss.ie� 











Angela Thompson


Administrator: Religious Education


Co. Wexford Education Centre


Milehouse Road


Enniscorthy


Co. Wexford


Tel: 053 9239121


Fax: 053 9239 132


E mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:angela@ecwexford.ie" ��angela@ecwexford.ie� 
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