Religious Education Support - SLSS

Extract from 2008 Chief Examiner’s Report:

Ordinary Level: Unit One Section A The Search for Meaning and Values (80 marks) 

Average Mark: 56 (70 %) Response Rate: 40 (100%) 

Question 1 was the most popular choice of candidates in Section A of the examination paper and both parts (a) and (b) yielded excellent responses. In response to question 1 (a) candidates gave an accurate account of one example of where a sense of the sacred can be seen in society today. Candidates frequently referred to an increased interest in different types of prayer and statistics which show that people value religious ceremonies which mark particular occasions in life such as birth, marriage, death etc. In response to question I (b), the majority of candidates had no difficulty in giving reasons why a sense of the sacred could help a person searching for the meaning of life today. Candidates frequently described how the belief/teaching of a world religion could help a person find answers to questions about the purpose of life, and the problem of suffering. 

Some candidates did not attempt question 2 (a) I, and the performance of many who did attempt the question was somewhat disappointing. Some had difficulty in giving an accurate account of the meaning of agnosticism. However most candidates did attempt the rest of the question without difficulty and the responses to questions 2 (a) ii and (b) yielded some very good answers. In response to question 2 (a) ii, candidates gave an accurate account of the way in which atheism involves the view that there is no God. 

Question 2 (b) yielded some good responses from candidates who looked closely at ways in which atheism could influence a person’s search for the meaning of life. 

Question 3 was the least popular question in Section A. Candidates responses were rather disappointing. Examiners reported that when there was little or no evidence of a candidate understanding the meaning of the term ‘divine revelation’ his/her performance in response to this question tended to be weak. 

Higher Level: Unit One Section A The Search for Meaning and Values (80 marks) 
Average Mark: 51(64%) Response Rate: 196 (98%) 

Question 1 was the most popular question in unit one of the examination paper. In response to part (a), the majority of candidates presented accurate information on two points from Socrates’ thinking regarding the goal and purpose of life. Candidates frequently referred to Socrates’ idea that the purpose of life was to lead a morally good life and the key to living a good life was to find truth and wisdom. Some candidates referred to only one point from Socrates’ thinking or did not set out accurate information on the points to which they referred. 

A small number of candidates who answered part (a) did not attempt to answer part (b). Candidates performed well in part (b) when they gave an accurate account of the approach taken by agnosticism and reductionism to questions about the goal and purpose of life. Examiners reported that some candidates appeared to have had difficulty in giving an account of the approach taken by reductionism. While other candidates gave a brief account of agnosticism and reductionism, they failed to identify how questions about the goal and purpose of life would be approached from these viewpoints. 

Candidates who chose to answer Question 2 in unit one performed well in part (a) when they gave an accurate account of the way in which two major world religions refer to the will of God/gods/the divine being made known to members of their world religions. Examiners reported that candidates frequently described the understanding of divine revelation in one rather than in two major world religions. Some candidates confused Buddhism with Hinduism in part (b). 
4.1 Ordinary Level Exemplar Material 
2008 Examination Paper 
Unit One Section A Question 3 (a) i 
In religious traditions what does the term ‘divine revelation’ mean? 
Answer: 
Divine revelation is the way in which God reveals himself to humanity. There are two types of divine revelation. One [type is] universal/general revelation which happens at all times to all people and in all places for example through good deeds or nature. 
The second type of divine revelation is particular /historical revelation. This happens in a special way in a particular place and at a particular time e.g. Jesus Christ. 
Marks awarded: 10 marks out of 10 in Section A Question 3 (a) i. 

Comment: 
The candidate’s answer sets out accurate information on the concept of divine revelation. 

4.2 Higher Level Exemplar Material 
2008 Examination Paper 
Unit One Section A Question 2 (b) 
Outline how two religious practices are influenced by the understanding of divine revelation found in one major world religion you have studied. 
Answer: 
In Judaism the concept of divine revelation has impacted and influenced a number of its religious practices. The festivals of Judaism and the Rites of Judaism offer an insight into how their understanding and experience of divine revelation has permeated through their religious practices. In the festivals of Rosh [Hashanah] and the Feast of Tabernacles we see acknowledgement and thanksgiving from the Jewish people to God for his intervention in their history. We also see this in the rites of initiation in Judaism as they acknowledge the historical covenant between God and the Jews. 
During the feast of Rosh [Hashanah] the Jewish [people] bear witness to God’s creation as they give thanks for the year that is gone and welcome the New Year. The concepts of God as creator and of universal revelation are to the fore as Jews feast and give thanks. Apples dipped in honey are eaten as a sign of hope for the sweetness of the year to come. In essence, the Jews focus on the gifts of God in the natural world. Another element to this festival is the concept of God as judge and it involves preparation for repentance. This is done by blowing the Shofar (rams horn) to call Jews to repent in preparation for Yom Kippur. This is directly linked to the historical revelation of God and the covenant made by God with the Jews to obey the Mitzvot (the laws) – 10 commandments. Breaking these laws requires repentance. Historical revelation is also seen in the festival of the Tabernacles in which Jews acknowledge the suffering of their ancestors in the wilderness and how God lead them to safety during the exodus, under the direction of Moses. 
We see a similar adherence to giving thanks for God’s historical revelation in the rites of initiation in Judaism. In the Bar Mitzvah, a young Jewish boy becomes initiated as a responsible and mature member of Jewish society. The boy must read from the Tanak in public. Such study of the scriptures was demanded by God in the Covenant he made with Abraham which is central to historical revelation in Judaism. The young boy is also expected to keep the Mitzvot and to fast on Yom Kippur, a symbol of his initiation into the Jewish tradition which has been shaped by God’s intervention. 
We also see the universal revelation of God feature in the rites of Judaism and in particular the ritual of Brit Milah. It involves the circumcision of the 8 day old baby Jewish boy. It is an important feature of universal revelation as the birth represents one of the wonders of God’s creation and is thus celebrated in prayer by a registered Mohel. 
Marks awarded: 38 marks out of 40 in Section A Question 2 (b) 

Comment: 
·  The candidate’s answer sets out information on how the understanding of revelation influences religious practices associated with the festivals and rites of initiation in Judaism 

·  A fuller account of how the Jewish understanding of revelation influences the rites of initiation, referred to in the candidates answer, is required for full marks. 
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