Religious Education Support Service

Section A Topic 1.1 The Tradition of search

Outcome: On the question of the search for meaning: identify and briefly explain three key moments in the development of philosophical thought from the classical to the contemporary period.

Please note that the following article is background information only on this topic.  It in no way constitutes a sample or exemplary answer on this topic.

Three Key Moments in the Development of Philosophy
Emergence of Christian Philosophers

The Christian Philosophers attempted apply Greek philosophy to Christian belief. Two of the most famous are Augustine of Hippo and Thomas Aquinas.

Augustine of Hippo.

Augustine was born in the North African town of Hippo (354 CE ) and became Bishop of Hippo in 397. He remained as Bishop until his death in 430.

In one of his most famous writings “The City of God” he outlines the theory of a Just War. This was a reaction to the Vandal invasion of the Roman Empire. He developed the theory in response to the opposing views of the Christian Church of pacifism and the Roman Empires belief that on e should conquer enemies of the state. His other famous works was his “The Confession” which relates his conversion to Christianity. In it is an account of why he deserted Manichaeism and fought a more spiritual life in Christianity. It was considered the model for Christian writing and influenced many other Christian writers including Thomas Aquinas.
Modernity

Modernity is identified as a movement in the 16th century whereby people began to change how they thought about the world. In this period one of the most influential philosophers was René Descartes.

One of Descartes main aims was to give philosophy a firm footing. He was sure that man could know things with absolute certainty. 
Descartes wrote …

there is contradiction in conceiving that what thinks does not at the same time thinks, exists. Hence the conclusion “I think, therefore I am”. Is the first and most certain of all that occurs to one who philosophises in an orderly way.

This is known as the Cogito ergo sum and is example of the thinking of the time that man can have knowledge of the world by his own efforts.

Phenomenology

In the 20th century there was a move among philosophers to concern the subject with all of human life. There were several schools of thought that wished to examine life this way and the most important was Phenomenology.

One of Heidegger’s concerns was that of being (Dasein: the kind of existence that self-conscious human beings uniquely possess, man knows that he knows). H believed that because we know we will someday die this shapes our thinking. This provokes the question for Heidegger “Why do we exist?” and from this follows his question “Why is there “something” rather than “nothing”?”
Heidegger influenced Albert Camus who was one of the leading figures in the Existentialist movement. 

Any assessment of Heidegger is coloured by his support for National Socialism in Germany in the 1930s.
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