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Section A Topic 2.1 Key moments in the development of philosophical thought
Time line

Christian Philosophers              The Age of Reason / Enlightenment            Romanticism & Existentialism

Augustine (5th Century)                                  Descartes (17th Century)                                                  Nietzsche (19th Century)

Aquinas    (13th Century)                                                                                                                          
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	St. Augustine of Hippo
Abandoned Manichaeism (determinist outlook: our futures are mapped out for us) in favour of free will – we can affect what happens to us.
The Confessions – we are on a journey searching for happiness – ‘our hearts are restless until they rest in Thee’.

Human desire is to love & be loved. God is the Source of love. God seeks us out in love. We are loved & then show this love to others, even enemies.
Despair & pride can prevent the search for meaning.
Truth is a gift from God. Importance of friendship. Influence of Plato.
	Age of Reason / Enlightenment
17th & 18th Centuries: Changes in scientific knowledge, explorations and religious beliefs.

Tension: science v religion.

Copernicus, Galileo, Newton: theories challenged Church’s understanding of universe & Biblical interpretation.

Galileo: sun stationary @ centre of universe; earth moves around it. Church condemned Galileo. 
Enlightenment: we are responsible for our destiny; don’t need God or Church to show us how to live.
Ability to rationalise distinguishes us from other species.
	Romanticism & Existentialism

18th & 19th Centuries new celebration of human passion in art, literature etc – reaction to enlightenment era. 

Creativity & individuality – emotions & rationality both integrated & valued.

Existentialists like Kierkegaard said formation of human identity was vitally important. These are marked by autonomy & free will.

Difficult to become independent due to influence of society.

	Thomas Aquinas
Summa Theologica. Influence of Aristotle. Humans pursue goals. Goal / reason for an action determines if it is good / bad. Ultimate goal for humans is God. Rejected wealth, power, fame, pleasure as sources of happiness. Only God can satisfy the search for happiness. We become happy by living a virtuous life & seeking the good.
Themes of happiness, friendship & love.
	René Descartes
Question of human existence was of interest to him. Understood the person as an  autonomous & rational being (not at the mercy of divine authority). Belief in God. Cogito ergo sum – I think, therefore I am. Began with doubt of knowledge from senses. Begin with the self. Intellect / reason more reliable & important than senses. Study of being & the universe, to self, to God. I / Self = turn to the subject.
	 Friedrich Nietzsche

Suffered poor health for most of his life. Decline in mental health.

Scepticism – there is no absolute, moral or scientific truth. Concept of truth needed only to control people & function. No absolute good or evil. This offended Christians. He referred to ‘slave morality’ in Christianity.  Behaviour should be judged in terms of its excellence. Those who achieve excellence / greatness / leadership = successful. The power of the will. ‘God is dead’. Faith is not credible.
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