Religious Education Support Service


Leaving Certificate Religious Education:  Section A
Resources suggested by teachers include the following:

1.
‘Into the Classroom’ Series        Publisher:  Veritas


Series Editor: Mícheál de Barra

The volumes offered in this series are as follows:
Patrick M. Devitt:


Willingly to School: Religious






Education as an Examination






Subject

Eoin G. Cassidy:


The Search for Meaning and Values

Thomas Norris

And Brendan Leahy:


Christianity: Origins and






Contemporary Expressions

Philip Barnes:



World Religions

Patrick Hannon:


Moral Decision Making

Sandra Cullen:



Religion and Gender
John Murray:



Issues of Justice and Peace
Christopher O’Donnell:

Worship, Prayer and Ritual
Benedict Hegarty:


The Bible: Literature and Sacred Text
John Walsh:



Religion: The Irish Experience
Fachtna McCarthy and

Joseph McCann:


Religion and Science
This series of eleven books are designed for teachers of Leaving Certificate Religious Education.  Each book addresses the content in the relevant syllabus section.  The authors bring to their commentaries, academic expertise and experience in teaching or studying each particular topic.

Willing to School:  Religious Education as an Examination Subject.  Patrick M. Devitt addresses many of the questions frequently asked about the examination of Religion in the Leaving Certificate.

2.
Religious Education: Leaving Certificate Guidelines for Teachers (NCCA) -  gives guidelines for the teaching of every section of the syllabus and contains other 
useful materials.
· It has a section on Teaching Approaches and Practical  Tips for Teachers
· It gives guidance on assessment and coursework

· It offers a Glossary of key terms 

· It also contains ‘The Curriculum Framework’ for Senior Cycle (non-examination).

Each section gives Content, Syllabus Links, Student Activity, Teaching Approaches, also

Resources: - books, articles, art, poetry, music and websites, etc..

3.
National Religious Education Conference:
           Mary Immaculate College.  Leaving Certificate Students 2007
The following nine topics were addressed by lecturers, mainly from Mary Immaculate:
1.
An Introduction to Greek Philosophy - from the natural philosophers to Aristotle - David Blake
2.
Revelation and the understanding of God in the Abrahamic faiths - Nuala Murray
3.
An exploration of Scripture and tradition as sources of inspiration in the Catholic Church with reference to Vatican II -  Philip Cremin
4.
The relationship between gender roles in societies and Religions with particular emphasis on the Christian traditions.  -  Veronica Molloy
5.
The impact of the Resurrection on the disciples with reference to 


-
the Gospel accounts of the Resurrection


-
their new understanding of Jesus and their search for suitable images


-
their sense of mission


-
their new awareness of community

            -      their understanding of Jesus as the mediator of salvation.  -  Michael Keohane
6.
Religious Perspectives on Justice and Peace: an exploration of this 
topic with reference to the Judaeo-Christian vision of justice, the Zakat of Islam, the four Varnas of Hinduism and the eightfold path 
of Buddhism -  Matt Page
7.
The Bible as a sacred text.  An exploration of this topic with reference to the formation and understandings of the canon and biblical interpretation today - Michael Culloty
8.
Religion and Science: a love-hate relationship - Pat Seavers
9
ICT in Religious Education: the effective use of ICT to compliment the Leaving   Certificate RE syllabus - Tony Kenny
Topic 1.2
The Tradition of Search



Notes on Greek Philosophy.  Aristotle and Plato - David Blake Notes.


Blake gives a bibliography noting relevant chapters

Topic 3.2
The Concept of Revelation:



Nuala Murray Notes:  Revelations as understood within Judaism,


Revelations as understood within Islam.

Tony Kenny Notes:  ICT in Religious Education - can we use it to effectively implement the Religious Education curriculum.  Tony recommends a list of websites.

4.
Religion and Science:  Education Ethics and Public Policy


Editor:  Joseph McCann C.M.


Published by:  St. Patrick’s College, Drumcondra, Dublin 9
This book is relevant to the education community and deals with:

(
The introduction of Religion and Science into the post primary school religious education syllabus
(
The public perception of Religion and Science now and in the past
(
The ethical questions raised by current research into genetics and stem cells as a case study.

Forward: Dermot A. Lane, Mater Dei Institute of Education
Paper 1
Should we teach them that?  Science and Religion in the Classroom Michael Poole: Kings College, London.
First Response to Michael Poole’s Paper.  Joseph McCann, St. Patrick’s, Drumcondra
Second Response    Jones Irwin, St. Patrick’s, Drumcondra
Paper 2: 
Science, Culture and Religion in Contemporary Ireland


Brian Trench: School of Communication, D.C.U.
Paper 3:
Religion and the Reception of Darwinism in the British Isles





Peter Bowler: Queens University, Belfast

Paper 4:
Stem Cells:  Elixir for the Twenty First Century


Peter Whittaker: N.U.I., Maynooth and Lancaster Universities



Panel Discussion:  Ethical Issues raised by Stem Cell and Genetic Research
Chair:  Brian Trench, D.C.U.
Panel:  Peter Whittaker, Martin Clynes, D.C.U., Michael Poole, Paul Tighe, Mater Dei
Afterword:  Fachtna McCarthy, St. Patrick’s College, Drumcondra, gives the main points discussed in each paper. 
5.
The Inner Place  Tom Gunning (Veritas) p 64 - 93

Topic 2.1.  The Language of Symbol
6.
Student text books and other textbooks
Section A: Some Links with other Syllabus Sections:
See relevant books from 
Into the Classroom Series (Veritas)

(
Part one:  The Quest for Meaning: Section J  Religion and Science Topic 1

(
Part two:  The Response to the Quest: 

Section G  Worship, Prayer and Ritual Topic 1



Section H  The Bible:  Literature and Sacred Text  Topic 3.3


Section I  Religion:  The Irish Experience.  Topic 3.1


Section J  Religion and Science  Topic 3.1

(
Part three: Concepts of God:


Section C World Religions  Topic 2.1


Section E Religion and Gender  Topics 1.2 & 2.1


Section J  Religion and Science  Topic 1.1








(
Part four: Religion and the Emergence of Values:




Section C  World Religions  Topic 2.1


Section D  Moral Decision-Making  Topic 1.2

PAGE  
5

