Religious Education Support Service

Section A Topic 3.2 The Concept of Revelation

Outcomes: Explain the concept of divine revelation.

Explain the significance of divine revelation in two different religious traditions.

Please note that the following article is background information only on this topic.  It in no way constitutes a sample or exemplary answer on this topic.

Divine Revelation
Divine can be defined as a God revealing Himself to man. From this there is the challenge to respond to this revelation. It is man’s choice whether he responds or not.

There are two main types of Divine Revelation, Universal and Particular.

Universal is the revelation of God to Man in a general way through nature, through mans experience in the world and through the complexity of life.

This Universal revelation leads to basic religious faith, knowing that there is a greater being who cares for man.

Judaism

Judaism teaches that a person of himself cannot know God but God reveals Himself to people/a person. Also inherent in Jewish belief is that God has revealed Himself throughout the history of the Children of Israel. God who called the Jewish people to be the Chosen people has by this revealed Himself. The prophets also revealed God in the world as well as acting as the collective conscience of Judaism. Judaism holds that the Law is important and it is through a series of principles and doctrine that the meaning of the Torah becomes evident. Rabbis therefore have a very important place in the interpretation of the Law.
Christianity

Christianity holds the Jewish view of Divine Revelation but also says that the Incarnation of Jesus Christ is the fullness of revelation of God. God’s word was made physically present in the world in the form of Jesus Son of God. The New Testament sees the spirit of the Law being important. The difference between law and spirit is emphasised in Christianity which brings one to the belief that revelation is a personal encounter. This personal encounter is through the work of the Holy Spirit. 
Islam

Muslims believe that the part played by Jesus in the life of the Christian church is played by the Qur’an in Islamic life. The Qur’an is the revelation of Allah in his own words. This is why Muslims do not hold that the Qur’an can be translated. Prophets are believed to be the medium through which Allah speaks. Through study and devotion to the Qur’an the Muslim can discern the revealed Allah. Islam also holds that revelation since the Qur’an has not occurred. The belief that the Qur’an is the actual word of Allah means that it has affected the whole of Islamic life.
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