Draw a boat on water

Students 1 and 2 were both instructed to draw a boat on water. 

The teacher has a marking scheme as follows:

· The boat is a yacht and the sail is tied along the horizontal boon = 20 marks

· The boat is facing left = 10 marks

· The water is calm = 10 marks

· There is a couple sitting on rocks in the bottom foreground of the picture watching the boat = 10 marks

· The man is sitting to the left of the woman and he is leaning his right arm on his right leg which is bent at the knee = 10 marks

· The lady has her back to us while the man’s right side is more evident in the picture = 10 marks

· There is part of a tall leafy tree overhanging the left side of the picture = 10 marks

· There is a leafy bush to the right of the picture = 10 marks

· In the distance we can see coastline and there is a single mast standing at the top of a hill in the background = 10 marks

· Failure to depict the background will result in the loss of 20 marks

Total mark: 100

Student 2 was given a copy of the marking scheme

Student 1 was not.

· Which of the two students will come closest to drawing the picture and achieving the best marks?

· Should the teacher apply the same marking scheme to both pictures?  Why / why not?

· Were the instructions to the students different?

The accompanying drawing represents what the drawing of student 2 might look like.

Both students were in fact given the same instructions.  

Both students achieved the task.

Why did student 2 receive higher marks?

If we analyse the drawings produced by students 1 and 2 we should find that student 2 merited higher marks.  We know this because we have a marking scheme and we know what we are looking for in the drawings.

In other words, we have a criteria list.  We are looking for a drawing which includes particular details.

Since the teacher informed student 2 what the success criteria were, that student is most likely to achieve greater success in the task.
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This exercise also demonstrates the importance of teachers stating our learning goals and criteria for success.

Student 1 is expected to under perform in the task of drawing a boat on water.  They are unaware of the success criteria.  Student 2 should produce a drawing bearing some resemblance to the accompanying picture, paying attention to some or all of the details in the instructions.  Student 2 will succeed at the task while student 1 is possibly left feeling helpless, confused and frustrated; followed by disinterest as a result of their expected failure.  Alternatively, student 1 may in fact be rather pleased with their own efforts and believe that they have accomplished the set task, only later to be disappointed to discover that they had not come close to achieving expected marks.

Thus the importance of sharing the learning goal and criteria for success with students.
Knowing the criteria makes it more possible for the student to succeed








Knowing the criteria makes it more possible for the teacher to assess the student’s work
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