Section F:  Issues of Justice and Peace
Part 1: Reflecting on context
Homework question (from LCRE Guidelines, p136)

Part one:  Reflecting on context

1. Describe the steps involved in doing a social analysis of any problem or issue.

2. Give two causes of hunger in the world and in your answer explain how economic, political, cultural or social structures contribute to this situation.

or

Identify one group who experience poverty in Ireland today and explain why you think they are in poverty.  Your answer should mention two structural causes of poverty in Ireland.





or

Choose one example of discrimination in Ireland today and describe how that discrimination works.  Your answer should mention two structural causes of discrimination.
How might you formulate a marking scheme for the above, indicating the success criteria for students?
How might you approach an answer to the above question?

 Possible points on doing a social analysis of a problem / issue:
· The process of social analysis involves three fundamental steps:
· Description of the situation

· Analysis

· Action
· 1.  Description:  describe the social problem / issue in as much detail as possible to arrive at an overall picture of the social reality.

· Research information – statistics, facts, trends; conduct questionnaires, interviews and surveys; visit and observe; record information systematically.  Know the facts.
· 2.  Analysis:  Ask, examine, explore why the problem / issue is as it is.  Name the structures that are causing this problem / issue to occur.  A thorough analysis is carried out on the problem / issue with a view to really uncovering and understanding the underlying causes of the problem / issue.  The more thorough the analysis proper is, the more definitely the sources and complexity of the problem / issue will emerge.
· Engage in a continuous process of critical questioning to explore the underlying issues and how they are inter-connected.

· Identify the structures that perpetuate the problem / issue.  Image of house / foundations etc which keep it in place.
· Structures:  Political, Social, Economic, Cultural.  
	Political
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	Social
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	Economic
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	Cultural
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	Power
	Relationships
	Resources
	Meaning


· Structures can be hidden or invisible yet powerful; solid and permanent; good and bad effects; sometimes favour the few at the expense of the many.
· Structures impact on people: who has power, who has access to resources, how resources are used, who get priority in society, etc.

· Structures do not operate in isolation.  They are related in a web-like manner, affecting each other and affecting the problem / issue. Example…

· We need to really know and understand the structures before they can be challenged.

· Analysis involves critical questioning of the structures.  This help us see who holds power, how resources are distributed, relationships affecting the problem / issue, values affecting the problem / issue e.g. government, Church, trade unions, multinationals, business, industry, banks, religion, education, social class, race, beliefs, customs etc.
· Describe each structure: political / power, social / relationships, economic / resources, cultural / meaning.

	Political


	Social
	Economic
	Cultural

	Power:
Decision-making is made by those with political power.  Often the less well off are not prioritised in decision making, making them powerless, with little say or control in how resources etc are used.  Some people on low incomes do not vote, thus perpetuating the powerlessness.
	Relationships:
Wealthy people tend to have power.  Poorer people tend to have little power… Different social classes operate and are affected also by age, sex, race, education, religion, geography etc.


	Resources:
Wealth, technology, industry, stock market, multinationals, employment, banks, seas, land, property market, income etc.  These are controlled by the wealthy who also have power.  What factors prevent the lack of adequate childcare facilities? Play facilities for children? Youth facilities? Parks, green areas and amenities?
	Meaning:
Who shapes our values, ideas and beliefs? Role of the media in reinforcing stereotypes, targeting youth, fashion, drink culture etc.  Who controls the media (business interests) and how does this affect what is reported and how?  Who pays for research? Why? Internet? How does education, media and multinationals affect whether we accept or reject the dominant culture?


· The complex inter-play of the structures as well as the individual structures lies at the heart of social problems / issues.
· This results in institutional injustice.

· Many other events have affected the social reality of today,(including social problems / issues).  These may be local, national, global, current, historical etc. e.g. the history of colonisation and famine in Ireland and how this has affected the Irish psyche, the effects of terrorism and 9/11, effects of EU membership, economic boom and fall (e.g. the effects of the Wall Street Crash of 1929 on the German economy), availability of cheaper labour markets in Asia and Eastern Europe, the energy crisis and  ecological issues, natural disasters (e.g. the tsunami), the move to eradicate debt in developing countries etc.
· 3.  Action:  Social justice can only be created when people decide to take action, in light of the thorough description and social analysis of the problem / issue.
· Action must be thoroughly considered (will it be effective, is it ethical, is it the most efficient and prudent use of resources etc), planned and executed.  Emotive, instantaneous reaction will do little to rectify most injustices.

· Diagnosis and treatment can lead to change.

· Action is decided on from a range a possibilities, tasks are distributed, support is enlisted, and solutions are sought.  Each action is a complex response to the problem / issue and is not a short – term, quick-fix solution.

· Social justice requires the on-going evolution of description, analysis and action so that unjust structures can be challenged in an effective manner and creative solutions can be worked towards.  
Two causes of hunger in the world…explain how economic, political, cultural or social structures contribute to this situation:

1.  Debt:  

· Shortage of oil and economic turmoil has caused enormous damage to industry and agriculture in developing countries, often wiping out the main export trade of many countries.  The resulting absolute poverty results in countries borrowing money from the International Monetary Fund.  This has resulted in crippling debt and such countries were effectively prevented from rebuilding industry and agriculture due to the cost of servicing that debt (e.g. 40% of budget in Zambia).  This prevents much needed investment in industry, agriculture and services such as health and education.
2.  Internal politics within a developing country:

· Political leaders gave priority to servicing the debt at the expense of the needs of the people.  Spending on internal investment was largely ineffective in terms of alleviating poverty and hunger.  Corrupt political leaders such as President Mugabe in Zimbabwe and his dictatorial regime, have inflicted hunger, poverty and oppression on much of the population as wars raged and investment was diverted into arms and the militia.  60% of the population meanwhile, suffer from HIV and AIDS.  Economic growth is blocked due to the political turmoil and unjust internal politics.  
How are economic, political, social or cultural structures contributing to this situation?
· Economics:  Debt to the IMF increases, stifling internal economic growth.  Underinvestment in internal services, resources, industry etc.  The IMF, World Bank and World Trade Organisation control international markets.  They prevent many developing countries access to the growing world markets.  An unfair price is usually paid to developing countries for their goods e.g. cash crops, cotton, tea, coffee, cocoa etc.  An international report issued on 18th September ’07 states that inflation in Zimbabwe is running at 7,500%; 80% of the population is below the poverty line; 25% of the population have at this stage fled the country.

· Political:  G8 countries agreed conditional debt cancellation for 18 countries but further economic hardship could ensue as a result.  Western governments prioritise the recovery of money from developing countries despite the hardships this places on the people of those countries.  Tied aid is given to developing countries, so richer countries determine how the money is to be spent.  This allows richer countries a level of control over developing countries. Satisfying the international community at the cost of hunger, malnutrition and disease in developing countries.
· Social: Social spending is under-resourced, and few adequate facilities often exist for those who are ageing, sick, unemployed, refugees etc.  Health, education, transport, infrastructure, etc all suffer as a result.  NGOs, religious orders and other charities are often left to meet the needs of the people on a day-to-day basis.  Improved, long-term social cohesion is made more difficult by political and cultural internal divisions alongside hunger, AIDS, exclusion from international markets, debt repayment and political dictatorships.
· Cultural: Ideologies such as democracy clash with dictatorships.  Tribal factions and warfare exist.  Groups such as the ANC can threaten any existing stability.  Religious traditions are mixed – Islam, Christianity, Tribal religions exist as well as extremes of fundamentalism.  Money is sometimes channelled through various religious sources from abroad, and charities operating out of different religious backgrounds do not always work together to maximise the benefits for the local people.
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